Anna M. McMurray
Koç University, Rumelifeneri Yolu, 34450 Sariyer, Istanbul, Turkey

Cell phone:  90 (532)-161-3369
amcmurray@ku.edu.tr
Education

M.A. in English, University of Tennessee, Knoxville, August 2001
B.A. in English, minor in French, Magna Cum Laude, Arkansas State University, Jonesboro, 
December 1998
Relevant Experience
Communications Instructor, Koç University; Istanbul, Turkey; Fall 2005-present



Teach 12 credit hours of Communications courses each semester.  Courses taught include 

Introduction to Academic Writing, Advanced Academic Writing, Academic Writing for the Social Sciences, Arts and Ideas: The Rhetoric of Rebellion, Effective Presentations, American Cinema, The Art of Cinema, and Studies in Popular Culture.  Assist in curriculum development and serve on faculty and departmental committees as needed.
Academic Writing Instructor, Open Society Foundations; Istanbul, Turkey; Summer 2012, 2013, 2014
Taught an integrated Academic Writing course in OSF’s Pre-Academic Summer School Program.  Worked closely with a paired social science instructor in coordinating writing/research assignments.  Taught scholarship students from a variety of different countries in preparation for graduate studies in the U.S. and Europe.

English Instructor, College of the Marshall Islands; Majuro, Republic of the Marshall Islands; Fall 2001-Fall 2004


Taught 12-15 credit hours of English courses each semester.  Courses taught include 

Developmental English, English Composition I, English Composition II, and Writing Research Papers.  Also developed and taught Critical Thinking in Film and Introduction to Women's Studies.  Other duties included advising students, assisting with registration, developing curriculum, and serving on faculty and departmental committees as needed.


Graduate Teaching Associate, University of Tennessee, Knoxville; Fall 2000-Spring 2001
Taught two sections of English Composition each semester while completing graduate studies.  Established an online net forum site for each class and implemented online discussion as part of course requirements.  Counseled and advised students.  


Graduate Teaching Assistant, University of Tennessee, Knoxville; Fall 1999-Spring 2000
Co-taught one section of English Composition I and one section of English Composition II while completing graduate studies.  Assisted with teaching, grading, and other classroom activities.  


Writing Center Tutor, University of Tennessee, Knoxville; Fall 1999-Spring 2000
Guided the writing and/or revision of students’ papers through one-on-one tutorial sessions.  Worked with and assisted both undergraduate and graduate level students from different academic departments, students for whom English is a second language, and students with learning disabilities.

Professional Services and Positions of Leadership
Chair, Communications 101 Committee, Koç University, Spring 2008-present

Develop and revise curriculum for Comm101 (Introduction to Academic Writing), discuss and propose solutions for all problematic issues related to the course.

Chair, Communications 100 Committee, Koç University, Spring 2008

Proposed and developed curriculum for a new developmental “Foundations of Academic Writing” course to “bridge” the gap between the English Language Center and Communications courses. 

Interim Chair, English Department, College of the Marshall Islands, Fall 2003-Spring 2004
Served on various committees as needed; recommended courses needed each semester; monitored textbook supplies; assessed library resources; prepared and submitted departmental budget and class schedules; supervised the department’s short and long-term academic programs; evaluated and revised curriculum for both credit-level and developmental English courses; evaluated the department’s faculty members and monitored faculty productivity; prepared the department’s material for college catalog; maintained academic advising of students; attended and participated in student orientation, faculty orientation, graduation, and other CMI general activities.

Secretary, Curriculum Committee, College of the Marshall Islands, Fall 2003-Spring 2004

Recorded minutes for all Curriculum Committee meetings; managed committee’s documents 

and records; assisted in writing and revising program review policy and procedure; 

assisted in reviewing, revising, and approving new and existing course outlines for all academic 

departments.

Anti-Discrimination Ad Hoc Committee, College of the Marshall Islands, Spring 2003

Assisted in beginning stages of writing and establishing anti-discrimination policy and 


procedure for CMI faculty, staff, and students.

Academic Planning Committee, College of the Marshall Islands, Spring 2003-Fall 2004
Assisted in establishing a systematic approach to the planning, development, implementation, and monitoring of educational programs; assisted in assessing learning outcomes for educational programs and courses.

Hiring Committees (as needed), College of the Marshall Islands, Spring 2002-Fall 2004
Assisted in reviewing, selecting and interviewing candidates for the English department, as well as candidates applying for the Dean of Academic Affairs position.

Editorial Assistant for Arkansas Review:  A Journal of Delta Studies, Arkansas State University, Spring 1998-Fall 1998
Worked closely with journal fiction and non-fiction editors to review, edit, and proofread journal submissions; attended meetings and participated in ongoing discussion of issues relating to form and content of journal.

Academic Awards and Honors

Winner, Diana Cox Award for best graduate student paper on gender and popular culture, March 

2001, Southwest/Texas Popular Culture American Culture Associations
Awarded annual University of Tennessee Hilton A. Smith Graduate Fellowship, 1999-2000

Awarded Hodges Fellowship, 1999-2000, Department of English, University of Tennessee

Winner, Award for Outstanding Achievement in the Field of English, 1998, Department of 

English, Arkansas State University
Publications and Conference Presentations
“The Ethics of the (Un)Dead:  Politics of the South in The Walking Dead,” Popular Culture Association 


& American Culture Association, Washington, D.C., March 2013
“Down the Rabbit Hole of Reality:  Abbas Kiarostami’s Certified Copy,” CINEJ Cinema 


Journal, University of Pittsburgh, 2011
“The ‘Thingification’ of Human Bodies in Science Fiction Film,” Southwest/Texas Popular 

Culture American Culture Associations, Texas Tech University, Albuquerque, NM, March 2001
“Responding to Rage:  Examining the Portrayal of Rage and Its Consequences in Louisa May 

Alcott’s Sensationalist Fiction,” The University of Missouri Graduate English Conference, Columbia, MO, March 1997
