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Abstract: We use the Bogoliubov theory of a weakly interacting Bose gas to analyze a dilute

Bose-Einstein condensate (BEC) flowing around a ring in the presence of disorder that breaks

the rotational symmetry. The rotating state can undergo energetic and dynamical instabilities

depending on the flow speed and the strength (and sign) of the interatomic interactions. We find

that the instabilities, which lead to the excitation of Bogoliubov quasiparticles, are associated

with a PT symmetry breaking transition. This work is part of an attempt to extend non-

Hermitian quantum mechanics to quantum field theory.
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